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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



m 
m 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination. Applicant respectfully requests that the above-identified 
application be amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1.121, please substitute for original claim 16 the 
following rewritten version of the same claim, as amended. The changes are shown 
explicitly in the attached "Version with Markings to Show Changes Made." 



16. (Amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the recognition signal modifying section has further a color 
modifying section which transforms either one of the region recognition signal or the 
attribute information into the printing control signal and modifies the color of the image 
information in compliance with the printing control signal. 
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Please add the following new claims. 

21 . (New) The image processing apparatus according to claim 15, 
characterized in that the recognition signal modifying section has further a color 
modifying section which transforms either one of the region recognition signal or the 
attribute information into the printing control signal and modifies the color of the image 
information in compliance with the printing control signal. 

22. (New) The image processing apparatus according to claim 21, further 
comprising; 

a parameter setting section which sets parameters for carrying out a 
plurality of picture quality control on the printing control signal; and 

a processing section which processes a plurality of image information in 
compliance with the parameters for picture quality control which the setting section 
established. 

23. (New) The image processing apparatus according to claim 21 , further 
comprising: 

a color modification changing section which corrects at least one of the color 
characteristics and differential color characteristics of a plurality of image forming 
apparatus in compliance with the printing control signal. 
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REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests consideration of the present application in view 
of the foregoing amendments. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 



December 28, 2001 



FOLEY & LARDNER 
Washington Harbour 
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20007-5109 
Telephone: (202) 672-5489 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



Respectfully submitted. 




Johnny A. Kumar 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 34,649 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

In the Claims: 

1 6. (Amended) The image processing apparatus according to [one of claims] 
claim 1 [and 15], characterized in that the recognition signal modifying section has 
further a color modifying section which transforms either one of the region recognition 
signal or the attribute information into the printing control signal and modifies the color 
of the image information in compliance with the printing control signal. 
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